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IMMEDIATELY 
ONE-HOUR LIGHTS-OUT PERIOD 






The University of Montana Library will observe a one-hour lights-out period from noon 
to 1 p.m. Tuesday O·Iay 8) to dramatize the effects of drastically reduced federal support 
for libraries throughout the nation, Library Dean Earle C. Thompson has announced. He said 
the lights-out period is a nationwide library observance. 
National theme of Tuesday's lights-out program, sponsored by the American Library 
Association, is "Dimming the Lights on the Public's Right to Know." 
Citing an example of reduced federal spending for college and university libraries, 
Thompson said a total of $52.5 million in federal funds was authorized for the libraries 
for the 1973 fiscal year, but only $12.5 million actually was appropriated for 1973 under 
Title II of the Higher Education Act of 1965. 
"One of the 1974 budgetary reconunendations is that no monies be appropriated for 
college library resources and that monies appropriated for fiscal year 1973 be rescinded," 
Thompson said. 
Students may continue to use library facilities at the University during Tuesday's 
lights-out period. According to one library official, windows let in a significant amount 
of available light for studying in various sections of the library. 
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